Book Scorpion
pseudoscorpion,
Chelifer cancroides
(Adult)
2.5-4.5mm

Inspired by Fleming College’s insect ID
cards. Created by Meaghan Perry and Mary
Baughman, Ransom Center, Austin, Texas.

Cigarette Beetle
Lasioderma serricorne
(Adult)
2-3mm

Inspired by Fleming College’s insect ID
cards. Created by Meaghan Perry and
Mary Baughman, Ransom Center, Austin,
Texas.

Black Carpet Beetle
Attagenus megatoma,
(Adult)
2.8-5mm

Inspired by Fleming College’s insect ID
cards. Created by Meaghan Perry and Mary
Baughman, Ransom Center, Austin, Texas.

Hook the book scorpion

Color: Can be yellowish-tan to dark-brown, with
the paired claws often a contrasting color. A
pseudoscorpion has eight legs and, two very long
pedalpalps with scorpion-like pincers. They are
found in homes, in rooms with dusty books. They
eat booklice and dust mites. 20 - 40 young are
hatched in a single brood; there may be more than
one brood per year. Over the course of several
years before reaching adulthood, they go through
three molts. After reaching adulthood,
pseudoscorpions live two to three years. They
were first described by Aristotle.

Frank Serricornatra

Color: Brown, and resembles the drugstore beetle
and the common furniture beetle, and all three
species belong to the family Anobiidae. The head
is tucked beneath the pronotum, and the antennae
are serrated on Lasioderma. They are attracted to
light, so light traps can be a control measure.
When disturbed they can remain motionless. The
larvae are white and hairy. Cigarette beetle larvae
damage starches and proteins. Females can lay
10-100 eggs in a food source. Larvae emerge in
6-10 days, and feed for 5-10 weeks. Pupation
takes 1-3 weeks. The life cycle is roughly 40-90
days. Cigarette Beetles were found in
Tutankhamun’s tomb.

Marilyn Megatoma

Color: Black Carpet Beetles are oval, dark brown
to shiny-black in color, and have brown legs.
Adults feed on pollen and nectar. The larvae
damage products containing keratin, a protein in
animal hair and feathers, They prefer wool or fur
but will also eat nuts and grain. They chew
through food packaging. Females can lay up to 90
eggs that hatch in 8 to 15 days. Larvae reach
adulthood in 6 -14 months, they can grow up to
12mm. long. The pupal stage lasts 6-24 days.




