
Shiny spider beetle
Gibbium aequinoctiale DIAGNOSTIC MORPHOLOGY

Adults:
• Adults are 1.5-3.5mm in length
• They have a shiny abdomen
• They are dark reddish-brown or black

Immature Stage:
• They are 3.5-4mm in length
• They are “C” shaped
• They have a light brown head, cream body

GENERAL INFORMATION
The shiny spider beetle receives its name from its 
spider like appearance. Larvae can reach up to 
3.5 to 4 mm in length, and adults grow to 1.5 to 
3.5 mm in length. Larvae possess light brown 
heads, cream bodies, and are “C” shaped. Adults 
are dark reddish-brown or black with long legs, a 
fused elytra, and a shiny, smooth, globular 
abdomen.  The structure and impermeable cuticle 
allows this insect to retain water and survive a 
desiccated environment up to three months.  This 
insect is mostly found in North America. 

SIGNS OF INFESTATION
Signs of infestation include infested food, beetle 
frass, silk from the insect’s cocoons, and wood 
damage from tunneling larvae.  The presence of 
the shiny spider beetle is often not apparent as 
they prefer dark and damp locations and scavenge 
at night. They have been found within walls, bird 
nests, rodent nests, and floor cracks usually in 
households, stores, warehouses, and cosmopolitan 
areas.

FOOD SOURCES
The shiny spider beetle is a scavenger and can 
survive on a number of dead organic sources.  The 
insect can feed on but are not limited to the 
following: rodent nests, dead insects, bones, 
dried fruits, silk, textile fabrics, bat droppings, 
leather, and feathers.

LIFE CYCLE
Eggs are laid in or on the material surrounding the 
food source.  Larvae spin shelters, and pupate
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within a silky cocoon. Larvae are scarabaeiform 
(grub-like in appearance). In temperate climates, 
two generations can be produced per year. Adult 
shiny spider beetles are most active at night and, 
due to their cold tolerance, tend to have a long 
lifespan.

CONTROL AND TREATMENT
Standard prevention measures of IPM should be 
followed, including exclusion and elimination of 
food sources.  Shiny spider beetles are known to 
tolerate lower temperatures than many other 
beetles, surviving below 10° Celsius.  Standard 
low temperature conditions, therefore, may not 
be effective in controlling the populations.  In 
the event of infestation, the source of infestation 
(likely food) should be removed if possible. 
Spider beetles prefer dark areas, making them 
hard to locate. Sticky traps may be effective in 
detection and monitoring. 



Fact Sheet: Shiny spider beetle
References
1. Bugguide. “Species Gibbium aequinoctiale – Smooth Spider Beetle,” Iowa State University 
Entomology. Accessed April 15, 2014. Last modified February 3, 2013, 
http://bugguide.net/node/view/55820.
2. Jacobs, Steve. “Spider Beetles,” Penn State: College of Agricultural Sciences. Accessed April 15, 
2014. Last modified December 2013, http://ento.psu.edu/extension/factsheets/spider-beetles.
3. Mallis, Arnold. Handbook of Pest Control. Mallis Handbook and Technical Training Company, 1982
4. Pinninger, David. Pest Management in Museums, Archives and Historic Houses. Archetype: London, 
2001.
5. Yoder JA, Chambers MJ, Tank JL, Keeney GD. 2009. High temperature effects on water loss and 
survival examining the hardiness of female adults of the spider beetles Mesium affine and Gibbium 
aequinoctiale. 8 pp. Journal of Insect Science 9:68, available online: 
insectscience.org/9.68.

Photo credit: Upper right – Simon Hinkley & Ken Walker, Museum Victoria, Pests and Diseases Image 
Library, http://www.padil.gov.au/

Photo credit: Lower left – Clare McLellan, Museum Victoria, Pests and Diseases Image Library, 
http://www.padil.gov.au/

Information compiled by Amanda Chau and Colleen O’Shea, Buffalo State College, SUNY.

Information current as of 19 March, 2015
For more information visit www.museumpests.net

Page 2


